
 
This is the last bulletin of 2007! In this you will find an overview of 2007,

which turned out to be an important year for ANSO.

A new position has been introduced in ANSO, a PR manager. The

Norwegian Erla Katrine Løvseth was chosen among the board members

for the job. Currently the PR issues, such as this bulletin are being

handed over from Ásta to Erla, so this bulletin is done by both of them.

But from now on Erla will be responsible.

Since the last bulletin came out in October, many things have happened

in ANSO. Read about a trip to the Faroe Islands, the new approved trans

project and an award that ANSO has just received.

Remember to check in at the forum from time to time – that way you

always stay tuned: www.anso.dk/forum

 

Happy Holidays to you all!

 

In this newsletter, you will find:

Students for Transgender Inclusion

Café Norden

Friðarbogin Website

ILGCN

IGLYO 

Overview of the year 2007

 
Students for Transgender Inclusion
ANSO is soon starting its first ever transgender project! This is called "Students

for Transgender Inclusion", and we just got the funding to realize this!
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The project’s main goal is to provide LGBTQ student

organizations with knowledge on transgender issues. By

means of educational materials, such as information

booklet, leaflets, posters, charts, movies, as well as

lectures provided by experts in the field, ANSO aims at

reducing an educational gap which exists in the LGBTQ

student movement concerning transgender issues.

This project will start with a meeting in Oslo, Norway 31st January – 3rd February.

A trans conference will be held in Århus, Denmark during 15th– 21st May.

Between these events we will work with producing educational material for the

member organizations, to spread knowledge on transgender issues in their own

organizations and encourage people to work with the issue.

To know more about or to participate in this project, contact Monika

at monika@anso.dk.

 

 

Café Norden

Article by Ásta Ósk Hlöðversdóttir, president@anso.dk

The Swedish branch of FNUF, Föreningen Nordens Ungdomsförbund invited the

undersigned to the event Café Norden in the Faroe Islands in the end of

October.

It was great to return to lovely city of

Tórshavn, be back in the small town friendly

atmosphere and see that no one has

bothered painting over the “god is gay”

graffiti.

I was invited to take part of a panel discussing “Independence, identity and

Nordic cooperation”. Apart from me the following were in the panel:

- Hans Nordfoss, The Faroese People's Party (conservative, supports

independence)
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- Høgni Hoydal, The Republican party (left, supports independence)

- Tori Hø jgaard, The Centre Party (Christian conservative)

- Andrias Petersen, The Social Democratic Party (left, does not support

independence)

- Missing: representative from the Union Party (conservative, does not support

independence)

The discussions were quite interesting and revolved greatly around how, when

and if the Faroe Islands should be independent. Høgni seemed confident that the

islands would be independent before 2012. He speculated about a new form of

Nordic cooperation, and an alliance of the North Atlantic countries which are

outside the European Union, namely Norway, Iceland, the Faroe Islands, and

Greenland, with a focus on protecting the Arctic. When speaking about the

rights of LGBT people most of the speakers agreed that this was an area where a

lot was left to do, and that in near future reforms would be made. The youngest

speaker, Tóri (21) from the Centre party, did though clearly state that he and his

party believed that marriage could only be between a man and a woman. The

Centre party is also against abortion, and as Tóri said, does not believe that any

legislative measures should be used to force women out of the home and into

the workplace.

Despite Tóri’s input, I felt an overall positive atmosphere and I feel that the

Faroese nation will soon be ready for change. I have no doubt that the Faroe

Pride 2008 will be even greater than last time. Friðarbogin has already started

looking for volunteers, those interested please send an email to

fridarbogin@gmail.com.

 

 

Friðarbogin website

17.2.2009 ANSO's monthly Bulletin

http://anso.dk/bulletin/nr4.html 3/8



The Faroese organization in ANSO, Friðarbogin, has finally got

its own website! You can visit it here: www.fridarbogin.com

 

 
ILGCN
On November 30th, the International Lesbian & Gay Cultural Network, ILGCN,

awarded ANSO with their annual "Arco Nordica" diploma. This honour was mostly

due to ANSO's work in the Faroe Islands earlier this year where ANSO organized

seminars and help create the second Faroe Islands pride event. ILGCN praises

ANSO for focusing on the historic, cultural and social t ies between Nordic people,

in a time where the discussion is often only on European-wide level. The small

queer feminist bookshop Hallongrottan was packed with people as Ásta Ósk

accepted the award on behalf of ANSO.  Hallongrottan in Stockholm known and

loved by the participants of the AQP conference this summer. This token of

appreciation means a lot to ANSO, and is hopefully our work will continue to be

valued internationally in the future.

Monika Grzywnowicz, Ásta Ósk Hlöðversdóttir, Auður Halldórsdóttir and Camilla Nylundh

 

 

IGLYO
ANSO has now for one year been a member of IGLYO,

the International Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual, Transgender

and Queer Youth and Student Organization
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and Queer Youth and Student Organization.

There is a lot going on in that organization these days; in November, Ásta Ósk

was at their study session in Budapest about Encouraging dialogue between

LGBTQ and faith-based communities; and last week was theirGeneral Meeting of

Members (GMM) in Malaga. At the GMM, Ásta Ósk represented ANSO, and there

were also representatives of SFG, FSS and KPH participating. So quite a lot of

ANSO people!

Together with our friends in SFG and RFSL Ungdom we prepared greatly for the

GMM, and brainstormed about how we felt that IGLYO should be developed in

the future. We managed to get many of our issues through, such as: greater

transparency for example by sending minutes out to all members; IGLYO will

continue to be an international organization, not limiting itself to the Council of

Europe; and IGLYO will form an alcohol policy. Unfortunately we did not manage

to push for more inclusion of students in IGLYO‘s new Strategic Plan.

Ásta Ósk was also elected as one out of two financial auditors of IGLYO.

For more information about IGLYO or the GMM, check www.iglyo.com

The just elected IGLYO Board: Nanna Moe, Denmark, Ilke Jaspers, Belgium, Claire Anderson UK,

Augustas Cicelis, Lithuania, Bruno Selun, France, Simon Maljevac, Slovenia and Lucy Nowottnick,

Germany

 

 

Overview of the year 2007
The year 2007 has been an important year for ANSO. We have arranged 3 large

events, along with many other meetings around the year. We have represented

ANSO at various meetings, conferences and events around the region and further

around Europe, making ANSO a known organization for everyone in LGBT and/or

student polit ics. We have started to work not only within the Nordic region, but

also in the Baltic region and Poland. In the new year we will announce how the
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membership has been extended.

Bergen

The ANSO year started with a big event in Bergen, where 30 people gathered

for a weekend discussing best practises as well as the situation in the Faroe

Islands and Greenland. Participating in the meeting was a great mixture of both

new people within ANSO and experienced activists, even many of the activists

who were a part of founding ANSO 2004. During the meeting the basis for a

toolkit for the running of LGBT student organizations was formed, which then

hopefully will be developed further in the year 2008.

Big parts of the meeting also focused on

the situation for LGBT people in the

Faroe Islands and Greenland. One part

of the group brainstormed around the

project plan for the Faroe Pride, while

another part came up with a how-to-

guide to revive the Greenlandic LGBT

movement.

Participating here was Avalak - The Organization of Greenlandic Students in

Denmark, helping to give us a Greenlandic perspective. This was also the first time

that we met our friends in Oslo, Skeivt Forum, who then joined ANSO last

summer.

A Queer Perspective on European Students

ANSO‘s second big event of the year was the annual conference, this time held

by SFG, Federation of Swedish LGBT Student Organizations, in Stockholm.

Participating were not only the usual Nordic suspects, but also members of LGL,

Lithuanian Gay League, Mozaika, Latvia and KPH, Poland. Invited were also NUS

UK, but they canceled at the last minute.

The official theme and aim of the conference was to explore queer and

heteronormativity and connect it to higher education. Experienced lecturers were

brought in to educate about key concepts like heteronormativity,

intersectionality, feminism, etc.

The conference was though not only on an academic level. The participants were

introduced to RFSL Ungdom’s BRYT!, the queer pedagogical method material,

queer theatre groups and went to study visits to HomO, and Hallongrottan, a

queer feminist bookstore.

For many, the very thing of learning about queer and heteronormativity was a life

changing experience. It doesn’t matter if you are from Lithuania or Denmark;

learning it’s not you and your sexual orientation or gender expression that is the

problem but that the problem lies in the society and its structures is an
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problem, but that the problem lies in the society and its structures, is an

enormously empowering experience.

Annual General Meeting

The 2007 Annual General Meeting marked a new beginning of more professional

organization. During the meeting a new organizational structure was accepted,

and brand new Policy Papers were adopted, which can be found here.

Faroe Pride

During the weekend 17th – 19th of August, we organized a pride festival in the

Faroe Islands. This event was an important follow up of the first conference

arranged in the framework of ANSO, which included the first pride in the Faroe

Islands, and was held in August 2005.

The pride this summer was a success.

Participating in the Pride Parade itself

were around 130 people, and more

than 300 people enjoyed a short

program at Tórshavn’s main square.

The festival was not only the parade,

but with program on Friday, Saturday

and Sunday in the Nordic house and the

University (Fróðskaparsetrið).

Being a student organization we had a

f t d t i ith
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focus on student issues, with

representatives from Icelandic, Swedish,

Greenlandic, and of course Faroese

student unions participating.

Other events throughout the year count for example the final meeting of the

Database project in Reykjavík in April, a board meeting in Stockholm in October

and representations at numerous meetings around the region and Europe. A

more detailed Activity Report will be available at www.anso.dk in the beginning of

the new year.

A nice end to our activity year was to receive the award from IGLCN, which you

can read about above. 

Send an email to info@anso.dk to subscribe or unsubscribe from this bulletin
© 2007  ANSO, Association of Nordic LGBT Student Organizations
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