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Policy papers of ANSO 
ANSO, being a young and dynamic organization, has identified a need for a common ground, 
upon which the organization stands ideologically. This policy paper is an intention to support the 
organization in its everyday work, as well as its member organizations when in need for 
terminology or support. The document is decided on by the Annual General Meeting and should 
be kept updated and be the result of a continuous discussion and ongoing process regarding the 
values ANSO holds high. 
  
It starts with a terminology part, explaining how some key terms are understood and used in the 
policy paper; it continues with a part on the purpose of ANSO, and concludes with a part about 
what ANSO believes in. 

Terminology 

Binary sex/gender system 

A concept about sex and gender based on two sexes/genders i.e., men and women. They are 
considered each other’s opposites; they are supposed to complete and want each other. The 
binary sex/gender system makes everybody who does not fit into it deviant. 

LGBTQ 

LGBTQ is an abbreviation for lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, and queer. Lesbian, gay, and bisexual 
are different kinds of sexual orientations, while transgender is an umbrella term regarding gender 
identity and/or gender expression. Queer is a term meaning, among others, a resistance to fixed 
categories and identities. 

Gender identity and expression 

Transgender is an umbrella term for different kinds of gender identities and expressions, where 
people cross the gender border created by the binary sex system. Examples of transgender 
identities and expressions are transsexual, crossdresser/transvestite, intergender, and drag 
king/queen. 
 
Cisgender is a term used for identities and expressions following the notions of the binary sex 
system. One example of cisgender identities and expressions is a person assigned the sex male at 
birth and who identifies as a man. 

Sexual orientation 

Homosexual, bisexual, and heterosexual are sexual orientations. The concept of sexual 
orientations is based on the binary sex system, meaning that the terms are based on one’s own 
gender/sex and the gender/sex of the persons one falls in love with and/or is attracted to. 

Heteronormativity 

Heteronormativity is a system based on the binary sex system. It imposes that men should be 
masculine, women should be feminine, and the two sexes are supposed to sexually and 
romantically attract each other and commit to monogamous relationships.  
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Queer 

Queer is an academic field, an activism, and an identity. The term has various meanings and is, 
and should be, difficult to define. It is a resistance of fixed categories, to norms in general, and 
particularly to heteronormativity. A queer perspective changes the focus from studying the so-
called deviant to studying the norms.  

Intersectionality 

Intersectionality means a perspective where different power structures intersect and interact with 
one another. Structures based on for instance gender/sex, sexuality, race/ethnicity, religion, age, 
ability, class, and geographical location do not act independently but affect each other and are 
interrelated e.g., the situation for an LGBTQ person in a larger city can differ from the situation 
for an LGBTQ person in a rural area. Another example is the fact that a woman lives in a sexist 
society is insufficient information to describe her experience; instead, it is also necessary to know 
her origin, her sexual orientation, her class, etc. 

Post-colonialism 

Post-colonialism is the theory dealing with power structures inherited from a colonial period. It 
opposes, for instance, the notion that people from the western part of the world have the right to 
impose their values, ideas, and perspectives on other, so-called, less developed countries and 
regions. 

Equality 

Fighting for equality means working for equal rights and opportunities for all people regardless of 
for instance sexual orientation, gender/sex, ethnicity, religion, nationality, status of citizenship, 
age, or ability.  

Feminism 

Feminism is an ideology focusing on equality between women as a group and men as a group. 

Higher education 

Higher education is defined as all stages of education following upper secondary education levels 
and types at universities and other institutions of higher education. 

Purpose of ANSO 

Social environment 

The purpose of ANSO is creating a safe space and making higher education an environment 
safer for LGBTQ students. Through its work, ANSO shares experiences, knowledge, and define 
strategies to fight homo-, bi-, trans-, and queerphobia in higher education, as well as in society in 
general. 

Exchange knowledge and experience 

The purpose of ANSO is to share knowledge about how to run an LGBTQ student organization. 
ANSO aims at being pioneering and groundbreaking within the LGBTQ community, as well as 
within student politics. ANSO supports and strengthens its member organizations, for instance, 
in the work of starting and maintaining their activities. 
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Connection and social platform 

The purpose of ANSO is to work as a platform for connecting LGBTQ student organizations, 
activists, politicians, and researchers. ANSO helps its member organizations to get international 
contacts and take part in international events. ANSO is active in the student movement on a 
Nordic and international level and encourages its members to be active on a local, regional, and 
national level, and if possible also internationally.  

Visibility 

The purpose of ANSO is to promote LGBTQ rights. Therefore, it strives to be visible in media, 
in higher education, in the LGBTQ community, and in society in general, by means of using 
various promotional methods.  

What ANSO believes in 

Higher education  

ANSO believes in the power of higher education to change the society of tomorrow. 
Heteronormative education and science are built on the principles of excluding and including. 
Homosexual, bisexual, transgender and queer persons, and heterosexuals who express heterosexuality 
in the wrong way according to the heteronormative structures, are made deviant, invisible, and stigmatized. 
The consequences are not only grave for everyone involved; it is also a sign of poor quality of 
science. Higher education helps to reproduce prejudices and negative opinions in society, as well as 
help to uphold discriminatory structures. By making higher education less heteronormative and 
more inclusive of LGBTQ issues, ANSO improves the quality of education and science. 

Concept of gender and sex 

ANSO believes that all individuals are entitled to define their own identity. ANSO wishes for a 
society, where people of various gender expressions and identities are fully respected and are 
entitled to equal rights.  
 
ANSO believes that the binary sex system is too narrow to cover all variations of genders, but 
uses the terms lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, queer, and LGBTQ in order to present the 
purpose of its work. 

Power of language 

ANSO believes in the power of language to change discriminatory norms and structures. In order 
to gain deeper knowledge about terminology and perceptions associated with gender, sex, 
sexuality, and identity in different cultures, ANSO strives to educate its members about different 
connotations in different languages and cultures. As a part of a post-colonial perspective, ANSO 
tries to be aware of terminology, in order to avoid reproducing oppressive structures.  

Using queer strategies 

ANSO believes in using queer strategies and perspectives as tools to facilitate questioning and 
working against heteronormativity. Instead of approaching LGBTQ persons as deviants, ANSO 
studies norms and their consequences.  

Analyzing ANSO 

ANSO believes in analyzing its actions and positions to be able to constantly improve its agenda. 
The organization uses intersectional strategies to raise awareness on power structures operating 
within ANSO, as well as within the LGBTQ community and society in general. As a result, 
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ANSO aims at working against e.g., Eastern – Western power structures, as well as oppression 
and discrimination based on other grounds.  

International solidarity 

ANSO believes in solidarity across borders and works with LGBTQ persons outside of the 
Nordic region when support is wished for, in hostile, as well as friendly environments. ANSO 
aims at using intersectional strategies in general and post-colonial perspectives in particular, 
meaning to avoid imposing on others its values as universal values.  


